ME: DARWIN ON VIVISECTION. 

_ — ^ ^ ^ 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TliinSS. 

Sir- — I dtj not wisli to discuss tko views ex- 
pressed by Misa Gohbe in tka letter vrhicb appeared 
in The Times of the 19th inst* j bnt as she 
asserts that I h&vs ** Tnisinformed ” my cotce^ 
sponderit ia Sweden in saying that ‘‘ tbo investiga- 
tion of the matter by a Royal Gommls^ioD proved 
that the QCDUgationa mad& againat out Bngiish 
' physiologiste were false,” 1 will merely ask leave 
; to refer to ecrnia other sentences from the report of 
the Comonission. 

fl) The sentence — It is not to he doubted that 
inhumanity mar bo fonod in persons of very high 
position as phTsiologiatSj” which Miss Cobbe 
quotes froca page IT of the report^ and which, in 
her opinion, can necessarily qoncern En^lUb 
physiologists alone and not for^ners/' is irnmedi- 
ately folfoirfid by the words We h&vo gcen that 
it w'as 50 in j^-iEajeudie.'” Majendie was a SVench 
physiologist who became uotorions some haJf- 
coutui7 ago for hia cruel osperiment$ on living 
animals. 

(2) TTie Commissioners j after speaking of the 

general sentiment of humanity prevailing in 
this count f3% say (p. 10 ) i — 

This priticipta ia necopted geoerally by the vecy highly 
educated men Trhose li^ea are devoted eithet to scieailllc in- 
vestigntinn aad cduo&tloa Or to tha mitigation or the re- 
movat of the sufforings of thtir telloiiv-creatiirei > thoogh 
differcncfta 01 decree in re-^d to its pcActical applicatton 
^vill be easily diacernible by those wJio study the evidence 
as it hs 9 be^iu lold before ns-” 

Again, according to iho Oommisaionera (p. 10) ; — 
The aeccosary of the Royal Sodetj fca- the Pcevention 
of Cruelty to Animals, when asked whether the geeerni 
tendeucy 'of the sgiiotUic world in tlilfe country is at 
variaiiLe with htnnaolty, aa.y& he bolievea it to he di^s- 

rent, Indeed, from that of Foreign phjflloio^tB + and while 
piving it as the cpinfem cf the -S&ciety that expariments ara 
pfitfortned which are in their nature beyond any leg itimste 
province of ^ctonoe, and that the pain whitjh they indiet ie 
pain which it is_not justiUahle to inflict eveg for the scien- 
tific object in view, he readiJy aetncwledaes that ho does 
not know a single case oF wanton crue%-, and thit In 
gtoerid the EugUeb phTsSdoaiflts have osvd ansvafchetics 
wb^e they think they can do so vrith isafaty to the eiperi' 
meut.” 

I am, Sir, your ohodieut seivnntj 

April 2h CHARLES DARWIK, 

TO THE EDITOR OT TB:E THIES. 

Sir,— With reference to Wj* Jjarwio'a letter in 2^ Times 

of yesterday, I would ask yoar pcrmJsaicn to qttete tho 
following brief, but impressive extract from Darwin's 
*' Descent of Man ” ? — 

"^Bvecy one has heard of tbn dog Buffering nisder vivl- 
aection who licked the hand of the operator j thii min 
ttnles!^ he had a heart of Btoue, mmt hava felt romorsa to 
the last hour of bie 

1 am, Sir, yoor obedient eerrant, T. W. JfORFETT. 

Queen^s College, CaJivay, April la. 

(c) The C n r s rk of C hv ^rl €=-. ^ Darwin 


